Sherman Jewelry
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I don’t think there’s anything more fun than good fake jewelry. I own one fabulous crystal aurora pin made by the renowned Canadian designer Gustave Sherman. It was a flea market find that I scored a few years back for just a couple of dollars. That’s not likely to happen often!

Sherman started his career in jewelry sales just after WWll. Although he had no formal training in design or running a business, he confidently opened the Sherman Jewelry Company in Montreal in 1947. He hired an expert designer as his only employee and the company flourished.

His friend, Daniel Swarovski, cut crystals for Sherman’s pieces and provided him with the best quality reverse foiled rhinestones. Sherman jewelry was expensive to produce largely because of the meticulous design process with all stones prong-set rather than simply glued in place, as well as the quality and colour of the materials used. His pins, earrings, bracelets, cuffs, necklaces and bibs are still spectacular! 
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Sherman pieces are usually monochromatic colour schemes with his signature colors of siam red, fuchsia, rose, peridot, emerald, sapphire, black, topaz, clear and crystal aurora (the aurora borealis stones developed in partnership with Christian Dior). Most of the jewelry featured long marquise cut stones, navettes, round stones with brilliant cut and chatons (backed with metal foil or silver to reflect light). Baguettes were more uncommonly used. It’s rare to find jewelry made from unfoiled stones and unfaceted cabochons. The heavy plating, often rhodium, was highly polished. The metal on most of these pieces still looks almost new, but if the plating was japanned or gold-plated it tends to show its age.

Each piece was usually stamped Sherman but a tag or signature card sometimes came separately inside an Eaton’s or Birks gift box, for example, so there are many unsigned Sherman pieces. The signature stamp on necklaces was often on the chain extender and not on the clasp so if the dangle is missing it would be harder to identify the maker. An oval nameplate is found on pieces from the 1950’s while the square plate was introduced in the 1960s.

Sherman earrings are often right and left facing and most are clipbacks. Different styles have markings in different locations. Bracelets are usually equipped with safety chains and hidden clasps where the signature is usually stamped. 

In the 1970s, when the jewelry market was trending towards silver and gold tone plate, Sherman did not change his line. When he finally decided to use gold and silver, he used the real thing, at the point when the price of gold was at an all time high. His own high standards made it impossible for him to compete and the Sherman Jewelry Company closed in 1981. 

As with all quality jewelry, be very careful cleaning your Sherman pieces. Rhinestones with foil backing should never get really wet. A soft toothbrush, cloth or Q-tip with just a dab of Windex is all that’s needed to remove dust. Be especially careful with aurora borealis stones as they are easily scratched. Dry thoroughly as moisture increases oxidation on metal and will make the stones cloudy.

If you have never owned a piece of Sherman, I encourage you to splurge. You won’t believe its WOW factor!  
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